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small parcels of the hair of fallow-deer, some teeth
of animals, some small stones or pebbles, and other
similar trifles.

It appears that to restore health to the sick, they
invoke without ceasing that which they have in their
basket. Some of them have there a certain root,
which by its smell can put serpents to sleep and
render them senseless. After having rubbed their
hands and body with this root, they take hold of
these reptiles without fearing their bite, which is
mortal. Sometimes they cut, with a flint, the part
affected with the malady, and then suck out all the
blood they can draw from it, and in returning it
immediately into a dish, they at the same time spit
out a little piece of wood, or straw, or leather, which
they have concealed under the tongue. Drawing to
it the attention of the relatives of the sick man,
‘“ There,”” say they, ‘‘is the cause of the sickness.”
These Medicine-men are always paid in advance. If
the sick man recovers, their gain is very consider-
able, but if he should die, they are sure to have their
heads cut off by the relatives or friends of the
deceased. This never fails to be done, and even
the relatives of the Medicine-man find nothing at
all of which to complain, and do not testify any
concern.

There is the same rule with some other Jugglers,
who undertake to procure rain or fair weather.
These are commonly indolent, old men, who, wish-
ing to avoid the labor which is required in hunting,
fishing, and the cultivation of the fields, exercise
this dangerous trade to gain a support for their
families. Toward spring, the Nation taxes itself to
purchase from these Jugglers favorable weather for



